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The equivalency canard

An innovative historical approach lumps Nazi and Soviet murder campaigns together, ignoring
the implacable ideological roots behind the Shoah and giving Holocaust collaborators a free ride

Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin
by Timothy Snyder. Basic Books, 524 pages, $29.95

By Efraim Zuroff

n this bold attempt to reframe
a critical period in modern
Eastern European history, Yale
historian Tim Snyder redraws his-
torical boundaries to create an ar-
tificial geographic entity that he

dubs “the Bloodlands,” taking in
the area from central Poland to
western Russia through Ukraine,
Belarus and the Baltics. It is in this
region that, by his account, more
than 14 million civilians were mur-
dered as a result of deliberate
policies of mass annihilation im-
plemented by Nazi Germany and
the Soviet Union during the years

1932-194S. These murderous cam-
paigns are the central subject of
Snyder’s book, which has earned
lavish praise from historians, as
well as considerable public atten-
tion, not normally the case with
similar academic studies.

Snyder identifies six major mur-
der campaigns carried out by the
German and Soviet dictatorships
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