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WHY IS PAKISTAN NOT SUBJECT TO BOYCOTTS?

FELDER’S WHIRLWIND LITHUANIAN TOUR WAS A PR EXERCISE

SELIKOW’S MOROCCAN BOYCOTT EXAMPLE IS NOT APPROPRIATE

ARE ORTHODOX JEWS CUSTODIANS OF JEWISH LAWS, TRADITIONS?

DAVIES: MYRON ROBINSON HITS THE NAIL ON THE HEAD

SEE THINGS IN A BROADER CONTEXT OF MODESTY

BRING IN ‘JOB CREATION’ WHEN CHOOSING JEWISH ACHIEVERS

UNFAIR TO CHALLENGE DAVIS’ ABILITY TO COMMENT ON JEWISH LAW

PAYMENT OF TAXES CAN’T DETERMINE WHERE A CAPITAL SHOULD BE

LOOKING FOR FAYE FREEDMAN

REMARKS ON REFORM ARE ALMOST HATE SPEECH

Unfortunately, the spread of Boycott, Di-
vestment, Sanctions (BDS) against Israel, is 
spreading at tremendous pace. Yet, the Paki-
stani cricket team still plays in international 
matches.

Why has Pakistan not faced the same 
boycott, divestment, sanctions being forced 
on Israel because of some labels showing 
“Made in Israel” when in fact those goods 
are from disputed, not occupied areas?

Th e production of Israeli goods being 
made in the disputed areas, is providing em-
ployment to many Arabs who would other-
wise have no income. Th ose areas have been 
desert, neglected land, until the Israelis de-
veloped it. It is not “occupied” land.

Pakistan shielded the world’s worst ter-

rorist leader who was responsible not only 
for many deaths in various countries, but the 
destruction of the World Trade Centre in New 
York, with the deaths of more than 3 000 in-
nocent people, buses being blown up by ter-
rorists in London, and trains in Madrid.

Osama bin Laden lived in and was pro-
tected by the Pakistani government, as was 
proven only a few days ago, where Pakistan 
imprisoned a doctor for 33 years for giv-
ing America the whereabouts of Bin Laden, 
which resulted in his death.

Bin Laden lived in very close proximity 
to a Pakistani army base at Abbottabad.

Yet, labels are a bigger crime than rid-
ding the world of the world’s #1 terrorist.
Markus E Brajtman, Sea Point, Cape Town

A second opinion on Steve Felder’s enthusi-
astic article “Lithuania - a past not forgot-
ten” (SAJR May 11): As an SA-born Litvak 
now living in Washington, DC, I share that 
mystique and the yearning to love Lithu-
ania, the land to which I can trace my ances-
tors into the early 18th century. 

I have visited Lithuania four times be-
tween 1992 and 2003. Would I visit Lithu-
ania again? Defi nitely not!

Felder’s 48-hour hyped-up whirlwind 
tour was a PR event staged by the Lithu-
anian government which is energetically 
courting SA Jews. Clearly the government 
is looking for SA Litvak investments to help 
revive their badly suff ering economy. 

Recently, to the horror of the tiny surviv-
ing Lithuanian Jewish community, an elabo-
rate four-day chain of events in Vilnius (Vilna) 
and Kaunas (Kovno) was orchestrated and fi -
nanced by the Lithuanian government. 

Th e ceremonies and conferences hon-
oured the memory of the 1941 Nazi-puppet 
Prime Minister Juozas Abrazevicius (Braza-
itis) who had fl ed to Germany and later to 
the US after the war. (He had changed his 
surname to “Brazaitis” to elude arrest for his 
Nazi-collaboration activities.) 

Th e signature of Abrazevicius appears at 
the top of documents ordering the forma-
tion of the Kovno Ghetto, the withdrawal of 
all human rights for Jews, and other meas-
ures designed to persecute and annihilate 
Lithuanian Jewry. 

Brazaitis died in 1974 in the US. Al-
most 40 years later the Lithuanian govern-
ment has had his remains exhumed, fl own 
to Vilnius, and reburied with full honours. 
While the pomp and ceremony was going 
on for this “hero” who was responsible for 
thousands of Jewish deaths, Vilnius’ only 
functioning synagogue was desecrated with 
green paint.

A few of the issues that are currently 

plaguing Lithuanian-Jewish relations:
•Signifi cant increases in anti-Semitism 

and anti-Semitic incidents. No arrests have 
been made.

• Annual massive neo-Nazi marches 
since 2008 in Vilnius and Kaunas on Lithu-
ania’s independence days, fully sanctioned 
by the government.

• Not one Lithuanian war criminal has 
been punished. It is documented that a min-
imum of 15 000 Lithuanians participated 
actively in murdering Jews.

• Government prosecutors have harassed 
ageing Jewish survivors in Vilnius and Israel 
with charges of “war crimes” because they 
had fought against the Nazis.

• Th e concept of a double-genocide in 
Lithuania is marketed ad nauseam. Th is is 
one step up the ladder from Holocaust de-
nial. Th e only genocide in Lithuania was the 
Holocaust.

Th e Lithuanian government is engaged 
in dual-track politics and policies. While it 
is trying to create the appearance that it is 
striving for reconciliation with its small Lit-
vak community and the larger world Jewry, 
it is simultaneously still intent on appeasing 
its ultra-nationalist faction. 

Contrary to what Felder claims, the 
country has failed to confront its brutal 
Holocaust past.

Is it any wonder that they would prefer 
to tune out their past? Yet other nations 
have managed to overcome their shameful 
pasts. But that requires sincerity and hon-
esty. 

Most certainly Steve Felder did not see 
the real Lithuania during his visit complete 
with welcomes from the Prime Minister and 
other elites. He and others who are similarly 
taken in must go beyond the PR duplicity 
and look through a wider lens. 
Olga Zabludoff , Washington, DC
Th e letter has been slightly shortened. - Editor

I would like to respond to Gary Selikow’s let-
ter, “Vicious vendetta against Israel” (SAJR 
June 1) in which he suggests “a South Afri-
can-wide boycott of Moroccan goods made 
in occupied Western Sahara” and other 
countries’ goods made in disputable places.

Th e fact is that Western Sahara has tradi-
tionally been part of Morocco, and it might 
only be due to Algerian propaganda and 
stirring up disputes (Algeria and Morocco 
are not friendly with each other), that some 
people in Western Sahara don’t see them-

selves as Moroccan. 
In any case, Morocco is a friendly coun-

try towards Israel, and I also know that 
Boer/Afrikaner farmers are more than wel-
come there if they wish to immigrate there. 

So, I don’t see any sense or logic in sug-
gesting some kind of “revenge” on Morocco, 
for the ANC government in South Africa be-
ing “unfriendly” with Israel. On the contra-
ry, friends of Israel should be friends with 
Morocco too.
Avner Eliyahu Romm, Sea Point, CT

In response to the letters from Gary Blu-
menthal and Sarah Hertz-Bauer, both hav-
ing derogatory remarks about Reform Jews, 
I fi nd it hard to accept why Orthodox Jews 
feel that they are the “custodians” of Jewish 
laws, traditions and values. 

These fanatics will be the downfall of 
our fragile religion in that fanaticism in 
any form is lethal and dangerous but has 
a short shelf life in our modern world of 

enlightened and educated thoughts and 
ideas.

Th e Chevrah Kadisha take our “Reform 
money” donated to them without a prob-
lem, so why can’t these people learn from 
the Jewish Helping Hand that all Jews 
should be shown respect and courtesy, no 
matter what side of the fence they will be 
buried on one day.
Paul Blumberg, Centurion

Myron Robinson from East London’s reac-
tion to Minister of Trade and Industry Rob 
Davies’ re-labelling issue (Jewish Report, 

June 1) is spot on. Th anks for a brilliant let-
ter – you’ve said it all.
Richard Altschuler, Cheltondale, Jhb

David Saks’ “yodelling yentas” faux pas has 
created quite a stir. As a woman, I forgive Mr 
Saks for his silly headline. As an Orthodox 
Jewess I don’t believe that any woman should 
be referred to as a “yodelling yenta”. Indeed, as 
Mr Solomon has pointed out, we (women in 
general), are not “yodelling yentas”, but rather 
we are “divas who delight”. 

Many Orthodox women enjoy singing 
and sing beautifully. Women can sing alone 
or in women only forums. Orthodox belief 
does not contradict this, but believes that 
a woman is a “diva”; but her “diva” is “SA-
CRED” and should only be revealed between 

her and her husband. It is relevant to mod-
esty, whether it be modesty in dress or in 
singing. 

It is precisely because a woman is so 
beautiful and so powerful, that these re-
strictions apply.  

Diff erent restrictions are hard for dif-
ferent people to come to terms with. I can 
understand why women singing is hard for 
some to accept but, for me, I gain a better 
appreciation for this restriction because I 
understand that it is part of a broader con-
text of modesty.
Michele Engelberg, Johannesburg

Your newspaper promotes an annual 
competition known as the “Absa Achiever 
Awards” which honours successful entre-
preneurs and humanitarian achievers. In 
the past this has raised some controversy 
as to whether honouring successful Jew-
ish businessmen is in accordance with 
Jewish tradition.

In support of your initiative I quote 
from Ethics of the Fathers” chapter 3 
verse 21 pages 563 of the Artscroll Sid-
dur. Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah says: “If 
there is no flour there is no Torah, if 
there is no Torah there is no flour.”  

Moreover, Maimonides (Rambam) was 
of the opinion that “providing work for a 
person, so that he may become self-sup-

porting” is the highest degree of charity.
However, according to a report by 

Adrian Saville of Cannon Asset Manag-
ers, writing in Finweek, it is not all busi-
nesses that create jobs. The report found 
that “between the Sasol, Goldfields and 
SAB (we) have seen jobs reduced over the 
past quarter century. 

“In contrast six small survivors from 
the class of 1987, Adcorp, Autopage, 
Bowler Metcalf, Macadams, Sasfin and 
Spier, have seen their combined work-
force grow by a factor of 15 ...”

Should you choose to select your 
achievers in a “Jewish way”, please con-
sider their job creating potential.  
John Brenner, Johannesburg

I refer to the letter which appeared in 
your paper on June 1, maintaining that 
“(Mr Justice Dennis) Davis not qualified 
to talk on Jewish law.”

I certainly do not hold a brief for Jus-
tice Davis as he is quite competent and 
more than ably qualified to speak for 
himself. While I am not always in agree-
ment with his viewpoints, I think that it 
is unfair to challenge his ability to pass 
comment on the basis that he hasn’t 
spent a day in a yeshiva and he can’t read 
a page of Talmud, (I assume the author of 
the letter has proof thereof).

Whether Davis can read and under-
stand Hebrew or not, I have no knowl-

edge but I am sure that he is quite capable 
of reading the Talmudic Commentaries 
in English being a competent justice of 
the highest court in this country and 
having written many well reasoned judg-
ments.

Furthermore, the fact that Davis be-
longs to the Reform community should 
certainly not be a barrier to his com-
menting on an issue on which he has 
strong feelings. Whether one agrees with 
Davis’ comments or not, is the reader’s 
prerogative. I am, however, of the opin-
ion that the personal attack on him is un-
warranted.
Myron Robinson, East London

I refer to Allan Minitzer’s letter, “Jerusa-
lem may claim high ground, but Tel Aviv 
pays the rates”, (SAJR June 1).

The capital of a country is not deter-
mined by popular will, or by its affluence 
or by the dictates of foreign powers. Gov-
ernments determine where their capitals 
are. Jerusalem was made the capital of 
Israel by the government of Israel.

It is the seat of its legislature (the 
Knesset), its administration (the gov-
ernment) and its judiciary (the Supreme 
Court) as is the case with any other capi-
tal in the world. 

Added to this is the historic perspective: 
Jerusalem was the capital of biblical Israel, 
3 000 years ago -   and that is not all, either. 
For the religious, Jerusalem contains the 
very place where G-d’s spirit resides. 

While the ultra-Orthodox may con-
tribute nothing financially, the payment 
of taxes can never act as a proxy for deter-

mining where a country’s capital should 
be located. Johannesburg is the financial 
and industrial heart of South Africa, but 
it has never been suggested that it be 
made the capital(s) of the country (which 
is Pretoria and Cape Town). 

The same may be said of both New 
York and Los Angeles in the United States 
(whose capital is Washington DC) or Syd-
ney in Australia (capital - Canberra).

Ehud Olmert wrote the following 
about our capital: “Jerusalem represents 
the purest expression that all Jews have 
prayed for, dreamed of, cried for and died 
for in the 2 000 years since the destruc-
tion of the Second Temple.”

I am not ultra-Orthodox, but believe 
that no other city, under any circum-
stances can ever replace Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, a position it has held for 
3 000 years.
Sharon-Anne Epstein, Modi’in, Israel

Penny Hochfeld is looking for Faye Freedman, 
who lived for a while in Australia (probably 
Sydney), where she was a friend of Rhoda 
Frankel’s, before returning to South Africa.  

“We think she moved a year or two ago 
from a fl at (where her phone number was 

(011) 880-6416) to a Jewish old age home in 
Johannesburg, but we have not been able to 
trace her.”

If anyone knows how to contact Faye, 
please e-mail penny@hochfeld.co.za or phone 
(011) 788-4589 (evenings).

With reference to the letters published in 
last week’s SAJR, I am absolutely disgusted 
that anyone can blame Reform Judaism for 
the rise of Hitler, Nazism and ultimately the 

Holocaust.  
I would say that such a statement almost 

amounts to hate speech.
Monica Solomon, Bramley Park, Jhb
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